
 

 

Budget Hearing Meeting 

Franklin Square Public Library Board of Trustees 

March 28, 2017 

Call to Order: 
William Youngfert called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
Members present: Janet Golden, Dr. Michael Russo, Julie Soffientini, William Youngfert. 

Also present: MaryAnn Tweedy, Director; Aviva Kane, Assistant Director 

Members not present: Dr. Patricia Galaskas with prior notice. 

Call to Order:  

William Youngfert opened the budget hearing meeting with the following remarks: The Library budget 

committee comprised of Dr. Patricia Galaskas, Julie Soffientini, and MaryAnn Tweedy worked very hard 

to develop a budget respective of New York State tax cap legislation. Costs for contracts, supplies, 

materials, vendors, performers, etc. continue to increase irrespective of the tax cap. The Library 

struggles to offer the same levels of staffing, hours of operation and excellence in programming with 

these financial restrictions. The mandated tax cap does not allow the Library to grow and makes us more 

reliant on grants and shrinking aid from New York State.   

The proposed budget of $2,401,626 is $29,650 more than the approved budget of 2016-2017 in the 

amount of $2,371,976 which represents a 0.12 % increase within the limits prescribed by NYS tax cap 

legislation. 

Period of public expression:  

Mr. Felix Procacci questioned why the Library’s fund balance was not included in the budget mailed to 

the public.  He requested that the Library disclose that information for transparency.  The Governmental 

Accounting Standards Board (GASB) highly recommends that an organization have 6 months of 

operating expenses available in case of emergencies (unreserved fund balance). In addition, the library 

has to cover anticipated expenses such as retirement benefits (reserved fund balance). The library did 

not raise taxes for 5 years, and that impacted the amount of money in the fund balance. The unassigned 

fund balance is also not a static number as it changes from week to week depending upon bills paid.  

Maxine Yarczower questioned why the Library’s budget vote was not the same as the Franklin Square 

School District’s budget vote. The decision to separate the two votes was to ensure that the library 

budget was not voted down if the school budget failed to pass.   

Candidates remarks: 

Julie Soffientini found the experience of serving on the Library Board for the last five years rewarding. 

Her fiscally conservative nature will help guard the public’s money while ensuring that the library keep 



 

 

the same quality of programming and service. She laments, however, that the 2% tax cap hampers the 

library’s ability to implement new ideas.  

Adjournment: 

On a motion made by Julie Soffientini, the meeting adjourned at 7:12 PM. Dr. Michael Russo seconded 

the motion. 

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

       Aviva Kane 

       Assistant Library Director 


